PRESIDENT   MASARYK   TELLS   HIS   STORY
I even got a visa the second time. In Holland I
collected information, and in particular I got in
touch with my English friends, Wickham Steed
and Seton Watson. Seton Watson came to Holland
to see me; I talked to him for two whole days, and
explained the whole of our problem and the value
of the breaking up of Austria and transformation of
Central Europe. From my information Professor
Seton Watson wrote a memorandum for Lord Grey.
It was also passed on to the Russians and certain
other persons.
Then in December I went to Italy. I had no
peace of mind at home, and I wanted to effect a
union with my Serb and Croat friends. I gave as
a pretext that I wanted to take my daughter Olga
to the south; but I did not get the visa. At the
Italian frontier the Austrian stationmaster wanted
to telegraph to Prague to know if we might go
further. Then for the first time in my life I bran-
dished my identity card as a Member of Parliament,
and told the man I'd make it hot for him if he tried
to prevent my going; he only shrugged his shoulders.
Well, there we stood on the platform, and the train
in which we had come began to move off into
Italy; so we jumped into a carriage and off we went
We had purposely brought very little luggage.
Otherwise I might not have managed to get across
the frontier. I thought at the time that I should